





educare centres Yabonga establishes daycare fadilities for children
aged 0 to 6 years and then facilitates ongoing training and support to
improve the children’s learning conditions. The project focuses on
helping the caregivers improve their teaching skills so that quality
educational programmes can be implemented within these centres.

Yabonga does not pay ongoing fees or salaries to the teachers.
The centres are run as businesses by community organisations who are
responsible for the collection of fees and government subsidies. This
community ownership is a key factor as it is important that local
residents support the project and are proud to run an educare centre.
We, therefore, work closely with these communities and other non-
profit initiatives who are encouraged to offer food, health services and
other forms of support. To date, Yabonga has founded educare centres
inVrygrond, Wallacedene, KTC, Citrusdal, Khayelitsha and Gugulethu.

hiv|aids projects fikelela children’s centre In 2000,
the focus broadened from Early Childhood Development to include
the needs of HIV/AIDS affected children, and Yabonga set up a

children’s centre called “Fikelela” in Khayelitsha. “Fikelela” provides a
loving environment for children who are HIV infected or affected.

hiv |aids training programme In 2001 ,Yabonga extended the
HIV/AIDS initiative and launched a 6-month programme to train HIV
positive mothers to become peer educators in their communities.
This programme focuses on teaching community members to live
positively and actively with HIV/AIDS. The women are also taught
income generating skills. The mothers are not treated as victims, but

as valuable citizens and change agents, From April to September 2002,
20 HIV infected women and their 14 children participated in our first

programme. The women returned to their communities to start HIV
support groups and teach peers on how to live positively with HIV/AIDS.



hiv [aids support centres Yabonga provides continued support
to the participants of the training programme and assists the mothers
with the reintegration into their communities as peer educators.
Funding is provided for the support centres where the HIV training
and income generating programmes are offered to community members.

Support centres are being set up in Khayelitsha, Westlake, Hout Bay,
Crossroads, KTC and Guguletu. These centres, as well as the educare
centres, will serve as a base to fight HIV/AIDS in the communities.
If the project is successful in achieving this objective, the programme
will be further expanded and could serve asa prototype of a low cost

and effective solution to ﬁght the disease and its consequences.
















