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Message from the Patron

| am extremely proud to be associated with the Yabonga Children’s and HIV projects and
privileged to offer the foreword to the annual report for the period 2005/6. The project
formed in 1998 with a simple purpose of boosting the educational programmes at creches,
has over the past 8 years developed into a meaningful and sustainable organisation offering
significant support and service to those less privileged and in dire need within our communities.
Through our intervention over 1000 preschool children now enter Grade 1 having been
exposed to a quality educational programme.

The HIV/Aids programme now offers education and support to more than 10 000 people. The support centres
are strateqically situated next to existing community health facilities where the focus of education and awareness
encourages prevention and voluntary testing. Counselling is offered to children and families of those testing
positive. The skills development programme has also offered much needed income, and enhanced the self-esteem
of the many women, associated to Yabonga.

The newly initiated orphans and vulnerable children project is another response of the heart and soul of Yabonga
to the ongoing crisis and devastation in our communities. The Yabonga projects are growing from strength to
strength amongst the poorest communities in the Western Cape, with assistance and mentorship being offered
to similar projects in the Northern Cape and Eastern Cape.

The management and staff at Yabonga has committed themselves selflessly to the improvement of the lives of
others. They continue to excel. | salute them and congratulate Yabonga on a successful 2005/6 and wish them
well for the year ahead.

Maria Ramos



























